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The Foreign Agricultural ervice Of the U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture today reported the following recent developments in U.S. agricultural 
trade: 
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U.S. AGRICULTURAL TRADE 


U.S. agricultural exports were $32.5 billion during October-July of 
fiscal year 1984, 11 percent higher than the same period in fiscal 1983. The 
cumulative export volume through July of fiscal 1984 was 120.5 million tons, 
down 2 percent from 123.1 million tons in fiscal 1983. U.S. agricultural im- 
ports through July were $15.8 billion, 15 percent above the 1983 level for the 
same time period. The resulting trade balance for agricultural products for 
fiscal 1984 was $16.7 billion for the first ten months of fiscal 1984. 


U.S. Agricultural Trade 
(Billion Dollars) 


----Fiscal Year----- ------ Oct/July------  —-_- ------- July-------- 
FY83 FY84 Percent FY83 FY84 Percent FY83 FY84 Percent 
Forecast Cnge Forecast Cnge Forecast Cnge 
Exports FA. BM Oe +9 ZO Zed POL Os Bark ZnO Zh +4 
Imports L6s49 0830 +10 13 /et BL 5sGe rr lS Lyd 1.8 +40 
Trade Balance 18.4 20.0 +9 LogorTrlG./ +8 MN ee; 0.9 -33 


Agricultural exports in July 1984 were $2.7 billion, 4 percent above 
July 1983. After lower-than-expected June exports, July export values re- 
turned to this year's trend of consistently exceeding 1983 monthly export val- 
ues. July grain export values, up 9 percent from 1983, comprised 50 percent 
of all exports during the month. Export values of dairy and livestock prod- 
ucts were up 39 and 20 percent, respectively, from a year ago. All other ma- 
jor commodity groups, except for tropical products, were below July 1983 val- 
ues. Oilseeds and products, which normally comprise 25 percent of all exports 
each fiscal year, were down 8 percent from July 1983 export values. In addi- 
tion, unmanufactured tobacco was down 31 percent from the 1983 value. Export 
volume for July was 10.5 million tons compared to 10.6 million tons in 1983. 


Agricultural imports in July 1984 were $1.8 billion, up 40 percent 
from July 1983. All commodity groups exceeded July 1983 values. Major import 
commodities were livestock, horticultural and tropical products; up 17, 50 and 
48 percent, respectively. Horticultural and tropical products, which com- 
prised 69 percent of all import value the first ten months of fiscal 1984, 
were 20 percent above the same time period of fiscal 1983. However, other 
commodity groups through July of fiscal 1984 were only 7 percent above fiscal 
1983 import values. Total import volume during July 1984 was 1.5 million tons 
compared to 1.2 million tons in July 1983. 


LYNN K. GOLDSBROUGH, Editor, Tel. (202) 382-9442. Additional copies 
may be obtained from FAS Media and Public Affairs Branch, 5918-South, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 20250. Tel. (202) 447-7937. 
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